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belonged to the days of Addison ami 
Pope. Women, less artificial, cul- 
tivate their uriiir-rst-indings more: 
a more manly character associates 
with female delicacy : they reason : 
they add the refinements of female 
sentiment to the strength and vigour 
of intellect : the association has em- 
bellished society with an indescriba- 
ble chirm. Change of manners in 
this respect is a new era in the his- 
tory of our species. Our men, un- 
happily turned to war, and addicted 
to political and commercial pursuits, 
have left a wide scope or field for 
the exercise of female intellect. 
The refinement of sentiment, which 
this has occasioned, has enlarged 
and beautified the moral system. 
Our professional men have found 
their studses embellished, and spread 
over with a new charm. Ladies are 
now not ashamed to be called wo- 
men, that denomination which de- 
motes i hem suitable companions for 
the other sex. They study botany, 
chernistrv, conchotomy. History has 
taken out a new feature. Hitherto 
our histories have been relations of 
blood and battles, we shall now ex- 
pect to tee in this new epoch of in- 
tellect, the history of man, and of hu- 
man character, as accurately de- 
lineated by the pen of the female 
historian, as the history of nature is 
depicted by her pencil. If men 
study mathematics that they may 
perfect themselves in the science of 
war, or in some of the important oc- 
cupations of civil life, as architec- 
ture or mechanism; women shall 
become mathematicians too, that 
they may understand scientifi- 
cally those arts, such as music and 
perspective, whereby they contri- 
bute their qu«ta to polished life, aod 
that they may attain to the know- 
ledge of geometry and astronomy. 
To painting they join the exercise 
•f the sister muse of poetry. Al- 



ready have many chaste Sappho? 
started into existence. What a hap- 
py revolution in the hUtorv of the 
species, when mothers, whose office 
it is to give man his first idras and 
impress ons, become capable thus to 
preoccupy the infant mini with the 
noble exercises of intellect 1 What 
a new era is here ! and now that the 
art of metunrv is abroad, a new in- 
strument, promises to facilitate the 
acquisition of literature, which used 
to be such a laborious task ; but of 
this {as it deserves ) I shall take an- 
other opportunity to offer you my 
sentiments. 

I did not expect when I began, to 
have got thus high in this speculation 
from my small beginning, in speak- 
ing or writing on behalf of the 
young females: now let me return 
to it, and wind up this "essay with 
remarking that first impressions as 
they are lasting, so they are highly 
important. If you wish your tree 
to strike out into exquisite character 
of beauty and fruit bearing, give it 
room to grow ; take it not out of 
nature's hand ; aim not at too early 
ripening or bearing: so shall ifas 
fruit of happy maturitv come for- 
ward in' its proper time in perfection 
of beauty and generous flavour. I 
am, gentlemen, your friend and 
constant reader, 

A.S. 
Oct. 1813. 
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